In 2007, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
To achieve the goal, the author predominantly used a critical review of the literature and the descriptive method.
Furthermore, to a limited extent, statistical data analysis was used.
Regional economic integration in theory
The concept of regional economic integration has many definitions. The first of them were presented in the 1950s, but today the term continues to be newly Kamecki (1967, pp. 93-94) as the 'formation, based on the developed single economic structure, of an economic organism comprising a group of countries, the organism which -due to the high degree of internal economic links and resulting from this internal economic cohesion -can be distinguished in a visible manner from the whole world economy.'
As mentioned, definitions of regional economic integration are also formulated today such as presented by P. Robson (1998, pp Mucha-Leszko, 2012, pp. 17) . In the shortterm, benefits arise mainly from the increase in trade, but in the long run, they rely on the growth of production, factors of production productivity, GDP and GDP per capita growth.
J. Bhagwati and A. Panagariya (1996, pp. 82) (Hosny, 2013, pp. 134) . According to J.
Viner countries will be willing to take regional integration in the form of a customs union when this action creates more static benefits than losses. In other words, the trade creation effect outweighs the effect of trade diversion.
The second group of theoretical concepts explaining the benefits of regional integration takes into account the dynamic effects of the process. These effects include economies-of-scale, technological change, the impact on market structure and competition, productivity growth, risk and uncertainty, and investment activity (Hosny, 2013, pp. 139 ). Since small markets increase costs, reduce the intensity of productive specialization, limit competition and weaken the tendency to technological progress, countries will likely seek to remove these disadvantages through the integration processes.
The selected theoretical concepts of regional integration presented above can be applied to real existing integration groupings, indicating effects of the cooperation between member states. This issue will be partly a subject of further analysis of this study. Third, ASEAN must continue to maintain its credibility as the integration hub for FTA activities in East Asia (Austria, 2012, pp. 144) .
Benefits of common market -a case of the European Union
Fourth, the implementation of increasingly sophisticated market integration would prevent excessive individual approaches to agreements by member states. This is a serious issue that has been called "noodle bowl syndrome."
The creation of the AEC seeks to prevent further complications. Source: (ASEAN, 2008, pp. 6-29) .
The overall ratio for the two implementation periods listed in Table 2 reached 67.5%. Achievements in key areas have contributed to the overall ratio:
'Single market and production base' What is rather worrying from the point of view of an implementation of the ASEAN Economic Community is that the implementation of measures was losing momentum. This can be seen in Table 2 when examining the indicators during different phases and areas. According to data presented in Figure 2 , the change in the number of Region's 154 measures were implemented (90.5%) and 16 not implemented (9.5%).
The other two fields were claimed to be fully implemented (ratio implementation was 100% in both cases).
An assessment of the degree of implementation of the AEC solely on the AEC Scorecard is subject to the risk of error (Menon & Melendez, 2015, pp. 2-3) . (Menon & Melendez, 2015) , (Chia, 2013) . implemented, but at the moment it is difficult to determine its effects reliably.
This will be possible only in the future, and it will be of interest to the author of this study.
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